42        THE PIRATES  OF MALABAR

"Warren, sailed from Sheerness to visit the
harbours and watering-places, used by East India
ships, as far as the Cape, and clear them of pirates.
The squadron, with five East Indiamen under
convoy, made its way slowly along the African
coast, losing many men from sickness. Two
hundred leagues west of the Cape they sighted
a strange sail that seemed to wish to avoid them.
Warren gave chase and forced it to heave to. On
being signalled to come on board, the commander
proved to be Kidd, in command of the Adventure.
Asked to account for himself, he told how he was
engaged to look for Every and destroy pirates,
and showed his commission. Apparently, this was
the first that Warren had heard of him, but there
was no gainsaying the royal commission, so the
usual hospitality was shown him, and he was
bidden to keep company as far as the Cape.
Warren had lost many men on the Guinea coast,
and asked Kidd to spare him some. No better
opportunity could have been found for getting
rid of troublesome men, but Kidd declined to
part with a single one. As Warren's wine told
on him, his true character showed itself. He
boasted of the feats he was going to do, and the